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On Sept. 6, Rafael Asenjo, executive secretary of the National Environment Commission
(CONAMA), said that the World Bank had approved a five-year US$11 million loan for technical
assistance in developing legislation and institutional structures for environmental conservation.
The federal government will contribute US$22 million to the US$33 million program. Ansejo
said the World Bank loan for Chile was the first of its kind in Latin America and will serve as a
pilot project. Program objectives include strengthening CONAMA technical and administrative
capabilities; development of environmental laws for consideration by the national congress; creating
an environmental impact evaluation system applied to private and public investments; training
professionals in environmental conservation; developing strategies to cope with industrial pollution;
establishing an environmental information system to coordinate and centralize data coming from
universities and monitoring stations throughout the country; and development and promotion of
education materials related to the environment. Funding for updating the 20-year-old database on
native forest areas is also included. The new study to be carried out by CONAF will be completed
within two years. [Source: El Mercurio (Chile), 09/07/92]
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